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English uses the past perfect with the past simple  
to talk about two or more events that happened  
at different times in the past.

New language  Past perfect and past simple   

Vocabulary  Visual arts

New skill  Describing sequences of past events

Before and after

KEY LANGUAGE PAST PERFECT AND PAST SIMPLE
The past simple describes the event that is closest to the time of speaking. 
The past perfect describes an event further back in the past.

PAST SIMPLEPAST PERFECT

FURTHER EXAMPLES PAST PERFECT AND PAST SIMPLE
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PAST PERFECT  
OR PAST SIMPLE

HOW TO FORM THE PAST PERFECT
Use “had” followed by the past participle to form the past perfect.

REST OF SENTENCESUBJECT PAST PARTICIPLE“HAD”

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

The past participle describes 
the action in the past.

“Had” does not change 
with the subject.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
AS FULL SENTENCES
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Tony and Erin are talking  
about last night’s party.

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS  
BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PAST PERFECT OR PAST SIMPLE

CHECKLIST

  Past perfect and past simple    Visual arts    Describing sequences of past events  
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